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ALLELUIA, AMEN, HOSANNA!
For hundreds of years the spoken prayers of the liturgy were said in Latin. In 1964 the Church
declared that people should hear them in their own language. Today when you celebrate the
liturgy you are able to join in saying the prayers in your own language, whatever that may be.
Certain words, however, are still prayed in their original form just as they were prayed by our
ancient ancestors. Three Hebrew words are probably very familiar to you—Alleluia, Amen, and
Hosanna. Each one has a special meaning.

Amen

Alleluia
Alleluia means “Praise the Lord.”

Amen means “It is true” or “So be it.”

Hosanna
Hosanna is a cry of praise.
Alleluia is heard very often during the Easter season. During Lent we do not say it at all. Listen
for it in today’s liturgy.
Amen is said at the end of every prayer The Great Amen is said or sung by all the people gathered
in response to the priest’s prayer that begins, “Through him, and with him, and in him . . . ” Listen
for this special prayer and say or sing the Amen loudly and clearly. If you receive Holy Communion,
you say another very important Amen. When the priest or Eucharistic Minister says, “The Body of
Christ” and “The Blood of Christ,” your Amen means you truly believe that Jesus is really present.
Remember to say this word clearly and with great faith. Then quietly reflect and pray about what
receiving Jesus means for you. Count how many times you hear the word Amen the next time you
are at liturgy.
Hosanna is said twice. Listen carefully for it. When do you hear it?
Today I heard the word Alleluia _______________ times.
Today I heard the word Amen ________________times.
Today I heard the word Hosanna twice. It was part of the prayer that begins with one word
being said three times in a row:
H _______________ , H _______________ , H _____________ .
Excerpt from the English translation of The Roman Missal © 2010, International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

Thirty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time
This puzzle will teach you about
two things the Lord will do!
This puzzle will teach you about two things the Lord will do.
Just follow the directions:
Just follow the directions:

First – Put all the words on the locks
onto blanks with matching shapes.
Next – Write your name in the rectangle at the bottom.
Last – Read the message you’ve completed.
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