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ST. FRANCES XAVIER CABRINI
The whole world is not big enough for me.
(St. Frances Xavier Cabrini)

Frances Xavier Cabrini was born on July 15, 1850 in Sant’Angelo, Italy, the youngest of
thirteen children in her family. She was not a strong or very healthy child but she had big
dreams. She wished to be a missionary like the saint whose name she was given. Her hope was
to go to China as a missionary but she never
achieved that dream. She did, however, set
up 67 different schools, orphanages, and
hospitals on three different continents. As
a young nun she left Italy and crossed the
ocean 25 times in order to establish places
of care for people all around the world. But
even with all the good work she did, Mother
Cabrini, as she became known, still felt she
had more to do.
Frances came to the United States and
established her first hospital in New York in
1892. Her only resources were an empty
building and $250. Later she built hospitals
in Seattle, Chicago, and Denver. She became
an American citizen in 1907 and was the
first American citizen canonized a saint.
Frances Xavier Cabrini is the patron saint of
immigrants. Her feast day is November 13.
Tonight, remember to pray for safety and
welcome for immigrants to our country.
Over the past two years we have seen the
dedicated and courageous work of doctors,
nurses, and hospital staffs around the world.
Do you know someone who works in the
medical profession? Using the band-aid
note paper here, write a note telling them
how much you appreciate their good work
and send it to them. Emails, tweets, and
other social media messages are also most
welcome!

Thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time
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