
March 26, 2023 
Fifth Sunday of Lent

Two sisters, Martha and Mary, sent word to Jesus that their brother, 
Lazurus, was sick. After a few days, Jesus and the disciples began to 

travel to Bethany, the village where the family lived. 
Begin at Jesus and follow the road to meet Martha. 
Along the way, circle only shapes with four sides. 

They will tell you what Jesus said upon hearing that Lazarus had died. 
You can read this story in your Bible at John 11:1–45.
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MYSTERIES OF THE ROSARY
Yesterday, March 25, was the feast of the Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin Mary. On 

this day we celebrate the Angel Gabriel’s announcement to Mary of God’s invitation to 
become the mother of Jesus. The angel waited for her answer. Mary was very brave to say 
yes because she was not sure what life as the mother of God’s Son would require of her. 
The date of the Annunciation this year asks us to think, in a special Lenten way, about 
what Mary’s yes meant.

The rosary, the prayer dedicated to Mary, recalls the mysteries of the lives of Jesus and 
Mary. We sometimes think of mysteries as puzzles to be solved. But the Mysteries of the 
Rosary mean something different. Each one of these events contains so many different 
things to think about that we will never fully understand them. They remain mysteries no 
matter how many times we think and pray about them.

The Annunciation is the first of 
the Joyful Mysteries. This happy 
moment was the beginning of 
Mary’s life as Jesus’ mother. But 
the Sorrowful Mysteries recall the 
sorrows that Mary had to bear 
throughout her life with Jesus.

The five Sorrowful Mysteries 
are the Agony in the Garden, the 
Scourging at the Pillar, the Crowning 
with Thorns, the Carrying of the 
Cross, and the Crucifixion.

The main prayer of the rosary is 
the Hail Mary. In the coming days 
of Lent, take some time each day 
to think about one of the Sorrowful 
Mysteries and how Mary shared 
these sorrows with her Son. Maybe 
you can share your thoughts with 
someone in your family. Then 
together you can pray a Hail Mary, 
or ten Hail Marys, one decade of 
the rosary.



Jesus’ friend Lazarus was dead.
But at Jesus’ command, he became alive again.

“Dead” is the opposite of “alive.”
Match the other words on the left to their opposites 

on the right with arrows as shown.
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