September 13, 2026
Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time
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o We should always forgive others,
A because God always forgives us.
*w That's why Jesus told Peter to forgive his brother
@ not seven, but seventy-seven times.
You can read the parable in your Bible at Matthew 18:21-35.
Circle the two numbers in each box that add up to seventy-seven.
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Patient and Merciful

Do you ever wish you could get things done just a little bit faster? Not that you want to rush
everything just to get it done, but sometimes things just take a little longer than we’d like. Perhaps
there are different tasks at school, like learning a new way to read or write and learning new math
problems. Perhaps it is learning how to play
a new sport or an instrument. There might
be a skill you are picking up that is taking a
little while to get the hang of. It isn’t that you
can’t do it or you won'’t learn in time, it just
takes longer than you would hope. It can be
hard when things like take longer than we
want. It is difficult to be patient when we are
doing something new or difficult.

The gospel today talks about forgiveness.
The man who owes a debt says to his master
“Be patient with me!” There are probably
so many of us that have said that out loud or
thought it when we are working on something
difficult. Maybe it is saving up money, like
the man was doing to pay his debts back.
Maybe it is patience with forgiving someone
who has hurt us. It might also mean we need
to be patient with ourselves when we have
made a mistake. The master is patient with
the man, but the man does not pass on the
patience to others who are also struggling.
Forgiveness isn’t just between you and God.
It’s about offering kindness and patience to
each other, just as God offers it to us. It’s
not the easiest thing to do, especially when we are scared or upset. But it is always helpful to
remember that everyone gets scared and upset sometimes, and everyone has times when they are
struggling and need patience and forgiveness.

When we sing the psalm today, we hear that the Lord is kind and merciful. If you are in a parish
where you sing your psalm, try and sing along if you can. When you go to bed tonight, you can
use that as a little prayer to help you remember that God is kind and merciful to us, and so we also
can try to be kind and merciful to others. You can ask your family if you can pray today’s psalm
together at bedtime or even at dinner.



Each day, we choose what is most important in our lives.
The days of the week are shown below
with ideas of what we could live for.
In each sun, cross out the last word
and write “the Lord” beneath it.
As Paul told the Roman people (Romans 14:7-9),
it is the only way to lasting happiness!
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