September 20, 2026
Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
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. ‘@ Jesus told a parable about vineyard workers (Matthew 20:1—16a). n
¥% Even though they worked different amounts of time, ) j
@ the owner chose to pay them all the same. = -
,, y This teaches that God’s ways are not like ours, 3
but we can count on God to be generous and do what is best. |

Look at each number of hours that some employees worked. &

Fit the letters into the blank grapes. k 7

Then read the ones connected by the vine, from top to bottom. = ;

They'll spell what we should do when N

we don’t understand the Lord’s ways. wwzi
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The last will be first,
and the first will be last.
Matthew 20:16




The Last Will Be First

What does it feel like to be picked first for something? It can be really great to be the first person! It feels
good to be seen and good to be wanted and to know that there is something for you to do. But what does
it feel like to be picked last for something? It can be really hard to watch a lot of other people get picked
before you. And there are many different reasons why someone gets picked in front of someone else.

What do you think the laborers felt like in the gospel? For laborers like that (and there are still folks who

work like this today, all over the world but even here in the United
States), they have to wait for someone to come by and offer them
work. This isn’'t a game either—it’s how they make their money,
in order to pay for a place to live, food to eat, and all the other
things people need to live. It is probably hard to stand and wait to
see if you will get to work that day. The more time that passes,
the less money you will be able to make for your family. But in the
story Jesus tells, the person who owns the land and hires people
to work gives everyone the same pay. And so some of the workers

You can tell God what
it is that might help you
to remember that you are
loved no matter where
you are in line.

are pretty mad—they didn’t all work the same, so why are they paid the same?

Jesus shows us that God cares for and values the person who comes last just as much as the person who
comes first. Even in the moments when it seems like there won’t be enough for everyone or when it seems like
one person is more important than the other—God disagrees! God will always care for each of us and have

enough for everyone. Our idea
of what is ‘fair’ is not the same
way God looks at us. God’s idea
of fair is that everyone gets what
they need and that every person
is cherished and loved.

Have you been feeling like the
first-picked person lately or the
last-picked person? Are there
ways that you can help yourself
and other people remember
that God picks everyone, no
matter who they are or what
they do? In your prayer tonight,
talk to God about how you have
been feeling. You can tell God
what it is that might help you
to remember that you are loved
no matter where you are in line.
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In his letter to the Philippians, Paul talked about doing
“fruitful labor” (Philippians 1:22). If we want our work for God
to be fruitful, too, we have to combine two things—
our willing heart and God’s guidance.

Think of this as you draw a line from each fruit to its outline.
Then say the words to make a delicious combination.
You may even decide to make one of these things
and share it with someone else!
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