September 6, 2026 |
Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time
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i Paul wrote of “the one who . . . has fulfilled the law”
y & (Romans 13:8). Do you know who it is?
A7 To find out, cross out all the letters that appear five
| times in the grid. The remaining letters
will tell you the answer!
Write the answer at the bottom.
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Loving Our Neighbors

Life with friends, siblings, and cousins can be so much fun! Having classmates, friends, brothers, sisters,
cousins, and neighbors means having people to play with. It means having people to celebrate things with,
like birthdays, Christmas, and Easter. It also means sharing the tough times with the people in our lives, and
it means we get to be there for them, too. But we are not perfect people, and sometimes we make mistakes
and have conflict with our loved ones. It can be about things like how turns are being taken, how things are
being shared, who is being included, and who is being left out. These things get more complicated as more

people get involved, too.
Even adults can have a
hard time navigating these
things with their friends
and loved ones. We are all
imperfect people, so we
will all make mistakes at
some point, and possibly
hurt the people that we
care about.

This wasn’t much dif-
ferent for people in Jesus’
time. How people hurt
one another and how
they chose to go about
resolving those issues was
still challenging. And just
because this is something
that happens to everyone,
doesn’t mean it isn’t
important. We have all
experienced being hurt

by someone, so we know that it isn’t a good thing. St. Paul reminds the Romans today that it is really
important to focus on the love of one another and of our neighbors. This is one of the places where we
get the phrase “Love your neighbor as yourself.” When we have conflict or difficulties with those we
care about in our community—even those we aren’t close with—what do we choose to do about that? If
we look for someone to help us, are we looking to heal our relationship with this person or to see them
punished? When we make a mistake and forget to love those around us, do we try to solve those mistakes
with love?

Are there people in your life you are having trouble with? Are there friends or family members you are
having trouble getting along with? Who are the people in your life who need more love? You can talk
about it with a friend or with your family on your way home after Mass. You can also write down their
names in the hearts.



Jesus tells us that whenever two or three of us gather
to pray, he is there with us (Matthew 18:20).
So we should pray together often.
Follow the directions to make yourself
a hanging mobile reminder.

Color +he praying hands with colors of different
Skin tones. Color ¥he words orange and the Cross gree

Cut along the +hick outer line.

Poke aQ hso%e +hrough the small circle above the
055.
Hang your mobile from string or +hread.
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